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errata. 

Page  3*  Line  9,  for  prevent,  read  prevents. 

3>  1 after  the  word  able,  infer t either. 

3»  12>  inflead  of  and,  read  ox. 

2<5» 16,  for  e,  raw/1. 

26,  i,  infead  of  the  word  for,  read  before. 

— — 26,  2,  injiead  of  for,  read  the  word  before. 

31’  A9»  for  compounding,  read  compound. 

38,  x4,  after  the  word  fuby,  the  following  words  are  omitted, 

of  ths  bk  of  or  commits  (viz.)  t inns. 

4°, 1,  after  crm  infer t s. 

*  4*> 4,  for  that,  read  the. 

Errors  in  the  Plates. 

Plate  2,  Col.  3,  fha~ the  s is  a great  deal  too  fhort. 

* 3’  2>  r*ng  the  word  into  is  on  the  wrong  fide 

of  thet. 

2>  the  word  mifreprefent,  the  firft  dot  is  inferted 

by  miltake,  that  is  under  the  middle  of  the  word, 
to,  line  1,  in  the  word  fu bj  the  j is  not  complete,  and  there 
fhould  be  no  dot. 

12,  1,  the  mk  fhould  be  one  continued  curve,  no  break. 


INTRODUCTION. 


OF  the  number  of  profeffors,  who  are  in  con- 
ftant  pra&ice  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  few  have 

arrived  at  a fufficient  degree  of  perfeftion  in  the 

\ 

art  of  Short-Hand  Writing,  to  keep  pace  with 
rapid  fpeakers,  or  to  read  what  has  been  written 
at  a diftant  time  ; owing  to  the  want  of  a fyffem 
fufficiently  fhort,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuffici 
ently  plain. 

This  I have  fully  experienced  in  the  courfe 
of  twenty  years  practice,  as  a profelfor  of  the  art. 
With  a view  of  removing  every  difficulty,  and 
rendenng  it  more  generally  ufeful,  I began  fome 
years  ago  to  form  the  prefent  fyftem,  upon  a much 
limpler  and  lefs  complicated  confirmation,  than 
any  hitherto  known  ; and  I now  take  the  liberty 

® of 
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of  prefenting  it  to  the  public,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
and  the  other  Gentlemen  who  have  done  me  the 
honour  to  fubfcribe  to  the  Work  ; by  whom  I 
hope  it  will  be  favourably  received. 

The  value  of  fuch  a work  as  this  not  depending 
upon  the  quantity  of  printing,  but  upon  its  real  uti- 
lity, I fhall  not  amufe  the  reader  with  a long  hiftory 
of  the  origin  of  Short-Hand  (the  antiquity  of  fub- 
ftituting  hieroglyphics  for  language  being  almoft  as 
old  as  the  creation) ; neither  fhall  I attempt  to  trace 
the  progrefs  of  the  art  from  its  commencement  to 
the  prefent  time,  nor  trouble  the  reader  with  an 
account  of  the  various  fyftems  hitherto  publifhed ; 
my  principal  aim  fhall  be,  merely  to  point  out  the 
moll  ftriking  errors  of  the  modern  fyftems,  and 
explain  the  reafon  why  the  praftifers  of  Short- 
Hand  Writing  have  fo  long  laboured  under  infur- 
mountable  difficulties  ; and  why  fo  few  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  their  endeavours  to  acquire  any  degree 
of  perfeftion  in  the  art. 


The 
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The  principal  objeftion  to  many  fyflems  is,  the 
improper  conftru&ion  of  the  charaders  of  the 
alphabet,  which  has  forced  the  praftifers  to  make 
ufe  of  a vaft  number  of  arbitrary  chara&ers,  very 
difficult  to  be  learnt,  and  fcarcely  ever  to  be  ac- 
quired : hence  they  have  been  obliged  to  ufe 
points  or  breaks  for  vowels ; and  for  dipthongs, 
points  and  breaks,  which  take  up  a great  deal  too 
much  time,  and  prevent  all,  but  thofe  few,  whofe 
rapidity  has  been  acquired  by  many  years  pra£tice, 
from  being  able  to  keep  pace  with  rapid  * fpeakers, 
and  to  read  their  writing  at  a future  period. 

Some  authors  have  afferted  that  beauty  is  necef- 
fary  to  expedition,  and  therefore  object  to  arbitrary 
charafters ; yet,  in  order  to  preferve  their  line  of 
writing,  they  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  an  alpha- 

* As  a proof  of  this,  and  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  rapidity  of 
gentlemen  of  the  bar  in  the  courfe  of  argument,  I remember  to 
have  written  in  one  hour  and  forty  minutes,  from  a fpeech  of  the 
Honourable  1 homas  Erfkine,  in  the  Carlifle  Committee,  upon  the 
Petition  of  Mr.  Chriflian  againfl:  Mr.  Lowther,  208  law  (heets, 
each  fheet  containing  72  words,  in  all  14,976  >vords. 
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bet,  of  which  the  greater  part  of  the  chafers 
are  formed  by  a fmall  circle,  and  a line  for  fingle 
letters  ; alleging,  the  circle  takes  up  but  very 
little  time,  and  if  it  is  any  lofs  of  time,  it  is  more 
than  compenfated  for,  by  the  facility  it  gives  in 
joining,  and  preferving  regularity  ; in  which  they 
are  fo  very  particular,  as  not  to  permit  the  letters 
to  exceed  the  limits  of  the  lines,  either  at  top 
or  bottom. 

The  rules  laid  down  by  moll  of  them,  are  to 
write  all  the  confonants  of  a word,  before  they  make 
the  vowels,  which  is  afterwards  to  be  done,  by 
making  points  about  the  word  : that,  by  their 
rules  mull  be  done,  for  want  of  vowels  being 
formed  by  letters  in  the  middle  of  words,  and  it 

. y 

being  impoffible  by  fuch  method  to  (hew  where  the 
vowels  fhould  come  in,  till  they  mark  the  places 
by  making  points,  it  prevents  their  keeping  pace 
with  rapid  fpeakers. 

One  of  my  principal  rules  is,  to  ufe  another 

kind 
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kind  of  fubftitute  for  vowels,  viz.  a fmall  Ring 
for  a or  o ; a little  larger  for  u or  w,  in 
all  thofe  places  where  the  vowel,  upon  which 
the  explanation  of  the  word  depends  intervenes, 
which  is  a clue  fufficient  for  all  common  words  in 
the  Englilh  tongue  ; e or  i may  in  general  be  omit- 
ted in  the  middle  of  words,  fifteen  letters  having 
the  found  of  e in  themfelves ; a little  experience 
will  convince  the  reader  of  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation.  This  method  of  (hewing  the  inter- 
vening vowel,  feems  never  to  have  occurred  to 
any  writer  upon  the  fubjeft  before ; notwith- 
ftanding  fome  have  found  it  fo  necefiary  to 
point  out  the  vowels,  they  lay  it  down  as  a 
pofitive  rule,  that  the  points  to  give  the  found 
fhould  not  be  omitted. — By  the  method  which  I 
now  propofe,  the  vowels  are  formed  with  as  little 
lofs  of  time,  as  it  takes  to  form  their  ring  (which 
is  only  half  their  letter)  and  as  it  introduces  the 
founding  vowel,  muff,  confequently,  be  an  im- 
provement. 
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Then  as  to  the  application  of  feparate  letters, 
for  the  primary  and  concluding  fyllables,  they 
apply  fo  few,  that  their  fyftems  are  not  fo  eafily 
written  as  fome  of  thofe  which  contain  arbitrary 
chara&ers. 

An  author  has  lately  appeared,  who  ftyles  him- 
felf  a Profeffor  * of  the  Art  at  Oxford,  and  the 
Univerfities  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  who  is  not 
quite  fo  ftrift  in  the  bounds  of  his  line  of  writing ; 
but  he  ufes  fix  of  thofe  letters  which  are  formed 
by  a circle  and  line  ; compofes  likewife  by  con- 
fonants  only,  and  ufes  no  vowels,  but  a fingle 
point  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  word ; he 
therefore  never  can  fhew  where  there  is  a dipthong 
omitted,  nor  give  the  letters  of  it,  which  are 
fometimes  very  neceffary  ; and  his  point  he  places 
juft  in  the  centre  of  the  line,  leaving  it  to  the 
reader’s  fagacity  to  find  out  which  of  the  five 
vowels  it  is  meant  to  reprefent. 

i 

* He  gives  no  dire£tion  in  his  book  where  he  lives,  nor  offers 
himfelf  to  the  public  to  take  down  arguments  in  Wcltminftcr-Hall. 

• His 
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His  rules  for  contra&ion  are  likewife  to  exprefs 
words  of  many  fyllables  by  two,  three,  or  four  of 
their  firft  confonants,  many  words  by  their  initials 
only,  and  to  omit  words  in  fentences  at  pleafure. 
He  fays  you  may  omit  all  vowels  in  expeditious 
writing:  every  one  of  which  rules  throws  the 
greateft  obfcurity  upon  the  writing,  and  renders  it 
impoftible  to  be  read  at  a diftance  of  time ; but 
context,  he  tells  you,  is  to  fupply  all  defe&s. — It 

requires  very  little  fagacity  to  find  out  that  it 

/ 

is  totally  impolfible  by  his  fyftem  to  write  the 
firft  chapter  of  the  New  Teftament,  fo  as  to  be 
able  to  read  it  again,  if  the  reader  does  not  know 
it  by  heart. — No  technical  terms,  no  names  of 
perfons,  places,  or  things,  can  be  wrote  in  it, 
where  any  vowels  mull  intervene,  to  give  the 
fenfe  : confequently,  not  the  lead  word  of  Latin 
(which  depends  upon  the  vowels  entirely)  can  be 
wrote  in  it ; therefore,  upon  a thorough  invefti- 
gation,  I found  myfelf  deceived  in  the  hopes  I 
had  entertained,  of  gaining  fome  improvement  by 
this  authors  publication,  finding  his  fyftem  not 

fo 
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fo  good  as  many  others  which  have  appeared 
before  it. 

I agree,  thofe  muff  be  ignorant  of  the  Englifh 
tongue,  who  could  not  find  out  that,  which  it 
might  reafonably  be  expe&ed  context  ought  to 
fupply  ; but  I deny,  that  context  can  fupply  with 
any  degree  of  certainty  thofe  vowels,  dipthongs 
and  monofyllables,  which  he  direfts  to  be  left  out ; 
his  attempts  therefore  to  contraft,  has  rendered 
his  fyfiem  entirely  ufelefs  for  the  gentlemen  of 
the  law,  as  it  will  never  fuit  the  language  of 
Weftminfier-Hall  (the  only  tell  of  a good  Short- 
Hand)  neither  can  it  poffibly  be  of  the  leaft  afiift- 
ance  to  ftudents  in  anatomy ; confequently  it  can 
never  become  what  his  pompous  title  fays  is  in- 
tended by  it.  namely,  that  of  making  it  a fiandard 
for  univerfal  Short-Hand. 

The  confiruftion  of  a proper  alphabet  is  the 
principal  point  in  compofing  a fyfiem  of  Short- 
Hand  ; that,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  well  formed 

where 
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where  any  of  the  letters  confift  of  two  lines,  as 
they  take  up  too  much  time  in  forming. 

Neither  can  thofe  chara&ers  be  fufficiently  fhort 
which  are  formed  of  a circle  and  line,  they  taking 
up  the  fame  degree  of  time  ; two  operations  of  the 
pen  being  neceflary  to  make  them. 

The  mod  complex  method  that  I have  yet  feen, 
is  a fyftem  which  wheels  about  in  a ftrange  inco- 
herent manner,  that  was  lately  publifhed,  under 

• • r 

the  following  title,  Ars  scribendi  sine  penna; 
or,  How  to  take  down  verbatim  a week's  pleading  on 
a page : which  conlills  of  three  different  alpha- 
bets, and  has  the  ftrangeft  complex  appearance 
when  written,  that  ever  was  feen  in  Short-Hand, 

and  carries  its  own  abfurdity  upon  the  face  of  it. 

♦ 

There  are  a number  of  fyftem s which  ferve 
only  to  deceive  the  Public  : the  authors  of  them 
feem  to  be  ignorant  of  th.e  true  nature  of  Short- 
Hand  ; and  fuppofe  that  they  have  made  im- 

C provements 
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provements  upon  the  Art,  it  would  take  up  too 
much  time,  and  fill  a number  of  pages,  to  fhew 
the  abfurdity  of  thefe  complex  fyflems,  which 
inft.eatl  of  improving  the  Art,  tend  only  to  bring 
it  into  difgrace. 

I fhall  now  give  an  account  of  the  principles; 
upon  which  this  Work  is  founded. 

The  chara&ers  of  the  alphabet  confifl  of  (jut 
A one  tight  line  or  curve  for  each  letter,  and  \yTith 
the  help  of  diftionaries,  by  which  the  Englifii 
tongue  could  be  viewed  by  the  primary  and  con- 
cluding fyllables,  the  charafters  eafieft  to  be 
formed,  were  applied  to  the  letters  in  proportion 
to  their  numbers. 

The  rules  for  contra&ion  are  entirely  new, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  common  with  other 
fyltems,  but  that  of  ufing  interfe&ions,  and  con- 
fonants  alone  to  words,  where  no  vowels  are 
neceflary. 


Vowels 
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Vowels  are  only  to  be  ufed  where  they  are  abfo- 
lutely  neceffa'ry  to  convey  the  found,  and  afubftitute 
is  appointed  for  them  (without  taking  off  the  pen  j ; 
by  which  means  the  exatt  pla'ce  is  (hewn  where 
they  fhould  intervene,  and  the  writer  is  thereby 
enabled  to  difcover  fuch  vowels  with  certainty. 
Circles  being  the  mod  expeditious  and  ufeful 
of  all  other  chafa&ers  for  the  purpofe  of  joinihg, 
a more  extenfive  ufe  is  made  of  them  by  this  fyftem 
than  any  other,  as  they  ferve  occafionally  not  only 
to  exprefs  fingle  but  double  vowels,  an  expeditious 
power  of  contra&ion  is  gained,  as  they  eafily  turn 
into  the  dire&ion  of  any  other  letter,  and  upon  ex- 
amination of  the  rules  for  their  application  it  will  be 
found  they  cannot  poffibly  create  the  leaft  ambiguity. 


A very  great  power  of  contraftion  is  likewiferaifed 
byuflng  fingle  points*  for  primary  and  concluding 

fyllables, 

* The  learned  Dr,  Byrom  gives  his  opinion  of  the  power  of 
points  in  the  following  manner  : “ Points  being  the  fhorteft  of  all 
“ marks,  it  would  argue  a great  want  of  occonomy,  as  well  as  inven- 
“ udn,  not  to  make  all  the  ufe  of  them  that  can  be  made,  confdt- 

C a “ ently  , 
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fyllables,  and  that  is  much  increafed,  by  making 
ufe  of  fingle  letters  to  exprefs  double  and  treble 
fyllables,  all  of  which  are  fo  plain  (confifting  of 
the  letters  of  the  alphabet  only)  that  they  require 
no  explanation,  but  will  always  be  read  with  eafe 
at  any  diftance  of  time. 

The  writing  forms  a fimple  neat  appearance, 
and  is  the  lead  complex  of  any  fyftem  hitherto 
made  known. — It  is  wrote  upon  a fingle  line,  after 
the  nature  of  common  hand,  with  this  difference, 
it  is  very  feldom  that  any  broke  goes  below  it. 


It  is  likewife  pofTeffcd  of  a very  effential  qualifi- 
cation, namely,  greater  brevity  than  any  other 
fyftem,  as  will  appear  by  a calculation  of  the 


“ entity  with  the  regularity  of  our  fyftem.— The  power  of  repre- 
“ Anting  prepofitions  and  terminations,  which  was  allotted  to  the 
" confonant  marks,  could  not  be  given  to  the  points;  for  in  that 
“ fituation  they  ftand  for  vowels,  and  all  the  diftinguifhable  places, 
“ both  before  and  after  the  confonant  marks,  are  already  taken  up 
“ by  the  five  vowels.”  Thus  he  regrets  the  lofs  of  that  power, 
which  I find,  by  experience,  is  very  great. 


number 
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number  of  flrokes,  breaks,  and  points,  neceffary 
to  form  the  words,  in  this  and  other  fyftems. 

The  writer  is  not  reduced  to  the  miferable  fliift 
of  leaving  out  a great  number  of  monofyllables, 
by  doing  which  it  would  be  impoihble  to  conviH  a 
perfon  of  perjury  upon  a trial ; and  as  there  are 
no  arbitrary  charatters,  it  may  always  be  read 
at  any  diftance  of  time,  by  thofe  who  have  learned 
the  fame  fyftem  ; and  it  will  be  found  more  eafy  to 
read  than  any  other. 

If  the  Public  receive  any  benefit  from  this  at- 
tempt to  improve  the  Art  of  Short-Hand  Writing, 
it  will  be  a very  great  fatisfaftion  to  their  much 
obligated  and  devoted  Servant, 

♦ 

Wm.  BLANCHARD, 

Dec.  1786, 

Profefior  of  Short-Hand,  N°  4,  Dean- Street,  Feller-Lane, 
and  at  N°  10,  Clifford’s- Inn. 
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Obfervations  on  the  Vowels. 

T has  been  laid  down  as  a rule,  by  a number 
of  authors,  that  notwithftanding  the  diftina 
places  of  the  points  for  the  five  vowels  are' (hewn,  a 
precife  regard  to  them  may  be  difpenfed  with,  and  the 
ufe  of  three  of  them  only  are  fufficient,  as  a,  i,  o ; 
therefore  it  is,  that  they  have  three  diftinft  fitu- 
ations  for  points  m the  room  of  vowels,  namely, 
tfre  top,  bottom,  and  middle  of  the  line ; it  is  laid 
down  as  a rule  that  cl  or  e may  be  reprefented  by  a 
point  at  the  top  of  the  line  of  writing  ; for  i,  or y, 
a point  in  the  middle  of  the  line,  and  for  o,  or  u, 
a point  at  the  bottom  of  the  line,  leaving  it  to  the 
fagacity  of  the  reader,  to  find  out  which  is  meant 
to  be  expreffed. 

l\o  author  feems  to  have  allowed  the  double 
vowel  w has  any  other  power  than  the  mere  rep  re- 
fentation  of  itfelf  as  a confonant;  but  a little 
experience  will  ftew,  that  no  kind  of  diftindion 
is  necefiary  between  that  and  the  vowel  u > for  as  it 


is 
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is  compofed  of  two  u’s,  it  plainly  conveys  to  the  idea 
of  the  reader,  the  found  of  u and  of  the  dipthongs 
ou  ow , and  X find  by  the  help  of  context,  it  will 
alfo  be  fufficient  for  oa  or  oo , or  in  fliort  any  dip* 
thong  where  i does  not  form  a part ; in  which 
f afe  I make  the  letter  i or  y inftead  of  the  ring, 
and  the  ring  being  joined  to  it  will  immediately 
point  out  any  dipthong  where  i is  joined  to 
any  other  vowel : thus  dipthongs  in  general 

are  provided  for  without  breaking  the  word, 
which  cannot  be  done  by  any  other  fyftem ; and  as 
to  the  fingle  vowels,  it  is  fully  fufficient  to  place  a 
fmall  ring  for  o or  a , and  rather  larger  for  u or  w9 
and  the  context  will  prevent  either  of  thofe  being 
read  for  the  other — e or  i in  the  middle  of  words 
are  in  general  not  wanted,  if  they  are  they  can  be 
made  by  the  letters  ; — i at  the  beginning  is  always 
made  by  the  letter  j ; in  the  middle,  or  at  the 
end  of  words  by  the  z,  or  y,  and  fo  is  the  e by 
either  of  the  two  fhort  right  lines ; but  e is  lefs  wanted 
than  any  other  vowel,  as  there  are  no  lefs  than 
fifteen  confonants  have  the  found  of  e with  them. 

In 
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In  all  words  of  one  fyllable,  where  a vowel 
Hands  between  two  confonants,  it  fhould  be  omit- 
ted where  it  has  no  found,  as  in  fund,  found, 
find,  &c.  fnd  will  do  for  either. 

This  certainly  may  be  extended  to  all  fyllables 
in  which  the  vowels  have  but  little  found. 

Two  confonants  of  the  fame  name,  as  &c. 

have  no  effect  upon  the  vowels,  and  therefore  a 
fingle  confonant  will  in  general  fervfe  the  purpofe. 

All  the  intervening  vowels  may  be  omitted  with 
fafety,  where  the  concluding  fyllables  are  made  by 
points,  or  fingle  letters ; it  may  be  found  neceffary 
in  particular  cafes  to  form  a vowel  before  you 
make  the  concluding  fyllables : for  inftance,  the 
words  path  ate,  expi ate,  &c.  you  may  write  thus, 
jbali  and  the  point  at  No.  7.  for  ate,  the  a being 
formed  by  the  ring  and  expi-  and  the  point  for  ate. 

1 » *» 

It  is  only  neceffary  in  many  thoufand  Englifh 

words 
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words  to  point  out  where  a vowel  Ihould  come  in, 
in  order  to  make  it  fufficiently  plain ; in  which 
cafe  the  ring  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a fub- 
ftitute  for  either  vowel. 

It  is  necelfary  to  ufe  vowels  in  a vaft  number 
of  inftances,  and  if  there  is  time  to  make  a fingle 
vowel  in  a word,  moft  undoubtedly  it  would  be 
eafier  to  read  ; but  the  more  experience  the  writer 
has  in  reading,  he  will  find  the  lefs  occafion  for 
vowels ; they  ought  to  be  omitted  as  much  as 
pofiible,  and  never  inferted  unlefs  the  explanation 
of  the  word  depends  upon  them. 


Obfervations  upon  the  primary  and  concluding 
Parts  of  Words. 

J F all  words  were  to  be  written  letter  by  letter, 
it  would  be  too  tedious,  and  not  anfwer  the 
end  propofed  ; namely,  that  of  keeping  pace  with 

D the 
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the  fpeaker.  The  primary  and  terminating  fyl- 
lables  feem  not  to  have  been  fufficiently  attended 
to  by  the  writers  on  this  Art,  but  in  them  confffts 
the  chief  power  of  the  language,  as  will  be  found 
upon  examination  of  the  dictionaries.  With  that 
affiftance  I have  feleCted  the  greateft  number  of 
the  primary  parts  of  words,  by  which  a very  great 
power  is  raifed ; and  it  is  to  Mr.  Walkers  rhyming 
di&ionary  that  I am  principally  indebted  for  the 
greateft  advantage  in  the  whole  fyftem,  viz.  a 
proper  feleftion  of  terminations  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  rules,  which  not  only  contra&s  the 
writing  very  much,  but  renders  it  extremely  plain 
and  eafy  to  be  read. 


Obfervations  upon  Arbitrary  Characters. 

T T certainly  is  poflible  to  conftruCt  a fyftem 
A of  Short-Hand  wholly  confifting  of  arbitrary 
characters  ; but  I apprehend  it  mull  be  a very 

difficult 
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difficult  tafk,  and  be  too  great  a burthen  for  the 
memory,  and  if  they  are  only  ufed  partially,  by 
way  of  affiftance  only,  it  cannot  be  doubted  fitch 
fyftem  is  not  well  con'ftrtrQed : arbitrary  charafters 
for  particular  words  have  been  adopted  by  the 
greateft  number  of  authors ; but  upon  examination 
it  will  be  found,  they  only  made  ufe  of  them 
where  their  alphabets,  or  the  rules  for  the  applica- 
tion of  them,  have  been  fo  deficient  as  not  to 

anfwer  the  purpofe  without  fuch  affiftance. 

. 

Upon  inveftigation  it  will  be  found,  no  fyftem 
affifted  with  arbitrary  chara&ers,  is  by  any  means 
fo  ffiort  as  this  which  is  here  prefented  to  the 
Public. 


Obfcrvations  upon  Figures. 

J T has  been  afierted  by  all  authors  upon  Short- 
Hand,  except  Mr.  M‘Aulay,  that  the  common 
figures  are  fufficiently  ffiort  for  all  purpofes ; I 

D 2 have 
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have  found  by  experience,  that  figures  are  read  off 
much  fooner  than  they  can  be  written  in  the 
common  method.  By  this  fyftem  figures  may  be 
wrote  confiderably  quicker  than  they  can  in  the 
common  way,  which  is  of  great  advantage. 

The  fear  of  making  miftakes  in  them  has  been 
the  chief  reafon  why  the  common  figures  have 
been  adopted  ; and  another  has  been  given,  viz. 
that  of  their  being  taken  for  words,  and  therefore 
puzzling  the  writer  to  read  them  again,  which 
poffibly  might  be  the  cafe  if  they  were  written 
in  the  fame  line  with  the  Short-Hand  (the  only 
method  preferred  by  Mr.  M‘Aulay) : all  thofe 
objedlions  are  obviated  by  the  following  method. 

By  placing  them  in  a particular  manner  there  is 
no  danger  of  their  being  taken  for  letters,  and 
being  well  imprinted  upon  the  memory,  pra&ice 
will  render,  them  equally  certain  with  common 
figures. 


The 
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The  rule  is : always  make  them  about  the  top 
of  the  line  of  writing,  or  rather  above  it,  and 
forming  them  fingly  will  always  fhew  they  are 
figures  ; if  pounds,  {hillings,  or  pence,  feparate 
them  a diftance  from  each  other,  and  that  is 
fufficient,  without  being  obliged  to  place  l.  s. 
or  d.  over  them,  and  for  farthings,  place  the 
2,  or  3,  at  a proper  diftance. 

• . ' . ‘ , / ‘ ~ t 

-4  ,,  * . - , *-{  1 jc  i . t i » ‘ > ■ J 

Every  opportunity  the  writer  has  he  ffiould 
make  ufe  of  them  in  common  pra&ice  ; for  prac- 
tice only  will  render  them  certain,  and  a very 

(hort  fpace  of  time  is  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of 

% 

learning  them, 


INSTRUCTIONS  to  the  LEARNER. 

JpIRST,  examine  the  chara&ers  of  the  alphabet 
with  care  and  attention,  and  endeavour  to 
draw  them  corre£lly  with  a fine  nibbed  pen  that 

‘will 
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will  make  ftrokes  nearly  as  fine  as  thofe  in  Plate  I. 
obferving  at  which  end  the£  are  to  be  begun, 
which  is  fhewn  by  the  dots.  There  are  four*  that 
begin  at  either  end  (which  are  fo  contrived  for  the 
purpofe  of  preferving  the  line  of  writing  within 
due  bounds.,  and  preventing  the  charafters  running 
toe*  high  or  too  low)  they  are  the  b , z,  or  yt  and* 
the  fhort  flroke  for  r ; obferve  their  fituation  with 
refpeft  to  the  line,  for  the  whole  of  this  Short- 
Hand  is  wWe-  upon  a fingle  line,  and  care  mull  be 
taken  to  let  n 6 characters  go  below  that  line,  and 
byrnaking  thofe  four  characters  from  the  bottom 
upwards  (if  neceffary)  you  preferve  the  line. 

In  order  to  render  it  eafy  to  the  memory,  take 

* The  fimilarity  of  thofe  four  charadlers  may  be  obje£ted  to 
upon  the  fir  ft  view  of  them  ; by  experience  I have  found  that  the 
fame  letter  may  be  made  for  b,  as  y,  or  /,  it  being  impoillble  not  to 
difeoter  from  the  coittext  which  it  is  intended  for,  i and  y having 
the  fame  found,  and  no  word  in  our  language  will  admit  of  the 
found  of  b in  reading  where  i or  y is  the  found  required  ; or,  upon 
the  contrary,  the  i ory  being  read  for  b : and  as  to  the  the  ftroke 
fhould  not  be  half  the  length  ; but  if  it  is  made  as  lortg  as  the  the 
context  will  difeovor  it  with  more  certainty  than  if  the  d were  the 
fame  as  /,  or  f the  fame  as  v,  which  is  the  cafe  with  fome  fyftems. 

only 
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only  four  or  five  of  the  letters  to  learn  at  one 
time,  till  you  are  fatisfied  they  are  made  perfe&ly 
correft  ;v  in  particular,  that  they  have  no  improper 
inclination,  for  if  you  let  errors  take  place  at  the 
beginning,  you  will  increafe  as  you  go  on,  and  it 
will  be  the  only  obftacle  to  reading  them  with 
certainty ; their  Ihape  being  exceedingly  fimple, 
requires  particular  care  to  make  them  as  near 
as  poflible  like  the  original  in  the  plate# 

J.  V • r- . S • 

. *r  • * 

When  you  can  make  them  properly,  imprint 
them  in  your  memory  by  making  them  again  the 
next  day,  till  you  are  perfeft  in  the  alphabet,  and 
at  the  fame  time  never  omit  writing  all  the  letters 
and  words  for  which  the  chara&ers  Hand.  Do 
not  imagine  time  is  loft  by  beginning  (lowly,  and 
taking  a proper  time  to  fix  them  in  memory. 
Your  advancement  in  the  Art  will  be  much  more 
rapid  in  the  rules,,  if  you  enter  upon  them 
with  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet,  and  the  words  for  which  they  ftand  ; 
for  if  this  is  not  well  imprinted  upon  the  memoryr, 

the 
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the  learner  may  be  compared  to  a (hip  at  Tea 
without  a pilot.  Many  perfons  have  attempted  to 
learn  Short-Hand  by  the  books ; they  foon  gave  it 
up,  fuppofing  it  too  difficult  to  be  attained  in 
a reafonable  time,  but  owned  they  had  not  patience 
to  go  on  7 egularly,  without  which  method  of 
proceeding  it  is  totally  impoffible  to  learn  this, 
or  any  other  ufeful  art  or  fcience. 

The  learner  will  be  fatislied  in  the  quicknefs  of 
his  progrefs,  if  he  begins  the  rules  with  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  alphabet ; as  there  are  no  other 
chara&ers  to  learn,  his  memory  will  not  be  bur- 
thened  with  any  thing  but  the  lituation  of  the 
points,  or  ftrokes,  in  eight  places  ; for,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  formidable  appearance  of  fuch  a 
number  of  plates,  they  may  be  foon  learnt,  as 
they  confifl:  of  nothing  more  than  a combination 
of  the  fame  letters,  and  chiefly  of  an  elucidation 
of  the  general  rules,  by  way  of  examples,  for  the 
learner’s  affiflance  in  fome  words,  which  might  at 
flrft  puzzle  him  to  make  according  to  rule. 

2 - Particular 
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Particular  care  muft  be  taken  to  obferve  which 
letter  has  two  chara&ers  applied  to  it,  for  upon 
that,  keeping  the  writing  within  due  bounds  will 
depend.  There  are  two  d* s,  two  very  (hort  ftrokes 
for  e , which  are  feldom  if  ever  to  b£  ufed  but 
to  begin  words. 

There  are  two  g’s , or  rather  a j and  g ; but  the 
j may  be  ufed  for  g when  the  g would  be  awkward 
to  make : for  inftance,  before  the  v , which  forms 
an  arch  with  the  two  ends  downwards,  the  j may 
be  made  for^,  and  j to  begin  words.  There  are 
two  vs  which  aflift  very  much  in  expedition  if 
a proper  choice  is  made  of  them  to  fuit  with  the 
other  letters  : for  inftance,  where  n follows  v,  that 
v will  fuit  beft,  the  points  of  which  incline  down- 
wards ; and  where  e follows  v>  that  will  fuit  beft, 

i; 

the  points  of  which  turn  upwards,  as  by  that 
method  they  aftift  the  progrefs  of  the  pen.  The 
fame  reafon  applies  with  the  two  dCs : with  refpe6f 
to  7i  or  / the  upper  d is  beft  to  be  made  before  ?x, 
the  lower  d before  l;  they  before  n for  the  g ; 

F-  the 
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the  i to  be  made  upwards  for  l ; * to  follow  down- 
wards for  n ; the  fame  with  the  b : thofe  are  the 
only  letters  that  admit  of  being  made  either  way, 
which  is  eafdy  learned  when  the  practitioner  comes 
to  join  letters,  as  he  is  forced  to  make  them 
according  to  the  above  rules  to  keep  within  bounds, 
and  not  go  below  the  line  on  which  he  is  fuppofed 
to  write  ; for  which  reafon  it  is  proper  to  rule 
fingle  lines  to  write  upon  at  firft,  the  fame  as  for 
common  running  hand. 

The  vowels  a , et  o>  u,  and  the  w,  or  dipthong 
on,  ozo,  greatly  aflift  in  joining,  as  they  admit  of 
turning  out  of  one  letter  into  another  with  the 
greateft  eafe;  and  where  the  found  lays  in  the 
middle  of  words,  it  will  immediately  be  difeovered 
by  the  help  of  the  context. 

The  vowel  i in  vail  numbers  of  inftances  is  not 
more  necefiary  to  be  inferted  in  the  middle  of  words 

* Dr.  Byrom  and  Mr.  Palmer  have  two  or  three  characters 
to  many  of  their  letters,  to  turn  upwards  or  downwards  to  preferve 

their  line.  . 
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than  c , as  it  partakes  of  the  found  of  e fliort  (as  it 
is  called*)  and  therefore  the  learner  muft  make  it 
a part  of  his  ftudy  to  leave  out  all  the  e’s  and  is  he 
can,  and  he  will  find  he  may  omit  the  other  vowels 
very  often,  in  a vaft  number  of  inftances  ; the 
more  it  can  be  done  with  fafety  the  better. 

The  fize  of  the  letters  in  the  plate  are  proper 
for  general  ufe,  and  therefore  it  is  recommended  to 
the  learner  not  to  make  them  larger  or  lefs,  and  to 
be  particularly  careful  of  the  exaft  length  of  the 
right  lines,  for  fome  time  at  leafl;  but  if  he  varies 
a little  more  or  lefs  afterwards,  it  will  never  pre- 
vent his  reading  them. 

The  fecond  plate  requires  very  little  trouble  to 
learn.  It  chiefly  confifts  of  joining  the  vowels  to 
the  other  letters ; the  examples  in  it  are  fully 
lufficient  to  fhew  how  it  is  done.  Where  the 
^owel  begins,  the  ring  is  made  firft  (except  for 
£ or  i,  which  need  no  explanation)  and  where 

* Holdfwort’n  and  Aldridge. 

E 2 


It 
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it  follows  the  confonant  it  is  made  laft.  A few 
days  fhould  be  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  joining 
two  letters  together,  and  trying  to  join  all  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet  with  each  other  in  their 
different  combinations,  which  is  perfe&Iy  neceffary 
by  way  of  practice,  to  preferve  the  true  fhape  of 
both,  and  to  make  them  expeditioufly,  fo  as  to 
keep  the  bounds  of  the  line. 

The  third  plate  contains  a full  defcription  of  the 
w and  its  application,  which  double  vowel  being 
very  much  ufed  in  our  language  as  a confonant, 
I have  {hewn  how  moft  of  the  words  of  one  fyllar 
ble  are  formed  with  it. 

There  are  a vaft  number  of  words  where  the  zo 

* 

intervenes  : fome  writers  upon  Short-Hand  are  of 
opinion,  if  the  10  s were  wholly  omitted,  the  word 
would  {fill  be  plain  enough  ; but  I cannot  help 
differing  from  them,  as  I apprehend  where  it  can 
be  inferted  it  ought,  and,  by  a very  little  practice,  it 

will  be  found  of  very  conf  dcrable  advantage  from 

its 
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its  great  power,  as  an  inquiry  into  the  number  ufed 
in  our  language  would  foon  prove.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  th  to  the  word  thing , by  placing 
it  under  every  word  to  which  it  relates,  will  be 
found  extremely  ufeful.  The  whole  of  this  plate 
muff  be  got  well  in  memory. 

When  the  learner  has  acquired  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  three  firft  plates,  he  may  with  fafety 

i 

begin  with  the  fourth,  containing  the  primary  fyU 
lables,  defcribed  by  a point  only,  which  has  a 
very  extenfive  power  by  being  applied  to  thofe 
of  which  there  are  the  greateft  number  in  the 
language  ; and  as  there  is  but  one  point  made  ufe 
of,  the  writer  can  with  fufhcient  expedition  and 
nicety,  place  it  in  its  proper  fituation  before  he 
begins  the  reft  of  the  word,  which  fhould  always 
be  done.  Care  fhould  be  taken  that  the  points  are 
made  according  to  the  different  numbers,  that  one 
fhould  not  be  applied  for  the  other : for  inftance, 
that  you  do  not  place  a point  on  the  left  hand 
at  top,  in  the  the  fituation  of  No.  II.  for  either 

of 


I 
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of  thofe  in  No.  I.  or  at  No.  IV.  for  No.  III. 
or  II.  &c. 

It  muft  be  careleffnefs  in  the  writer  to  make 
fuch  miftakes,  and  therefore  the  caution  is  hardly 
neceflary;  but  to  avoid  them,  the  names  of  thofe 
primary  fyllables,  on  each  line  with  the  figures 
l,  2,  3,  4,  that  come  down  the  page,  ought  to  be 
well  grounded  in  the  memory ; the  examples, 
though  very  few,  in  comparifon  of  the  many  thou- 
fand  words  which  begin  with  them,  are  fufficient 
to  fhew  the  learner  how  they  are  to  be  applied. 

Though  he  is  able  to  compofe  all  the  words 
in  Plates  I.  II.  III.  and  IV.  the  learner  (hould 
not  attempt  to  compofe  any  others  till  he  has  gone 
through  all  the  rules,  except  what  are  contained  in 
thofe  plates. 

Plate  V.  are  the  concluding  fyllables  made  by 
points  after  the  confonants  are  formed. 

The 
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The  fame  method  laid  down  for  learning  of  Plate 
IV.  mull  be  followed  for  Plate  V.  viz.  That  No.  V. 
contains  the  terminations  ary , cry,  ory,  See.  No.  VI. 
ation , etion , Sec.  No.  VII.  anti  entt  &c.  No.  VIII. 
ed,  ingi  Sec.  Thefe  cannot  be  too  well  fixed  in  the 
memory,  therefore  nothing  farther  (hould  be  began 
till  the  learner  finds  himfelf  able  to  write  any  word 
in  the  five  different  plates  without  feeing  them  ; if  he 
deviates  from  this  rule  he  will  find  himfelf  in- 
volved in  difficulties,  which  will  diffiearten  him, 
and  prevent  his  progrefs ; and  if  he  goes  on  accord- 
ing to  the  dire£lions,  he  will  find  it  a vafl  deal 
eafier  to  learn  than  it  feems  to  be,  and  the  whole 
of  the  Art  will  be  obtained  in  lefs  time ; for  by 
attempting  too  much,  the  learner  throws  himfelf 
back.  It  may  be  compared  to  a perfon  learning  to 
fwim;  he  {hould  not  venture  out  of  his  depth 
too  foon. 

Plate  VI.  contains  compounding  primary  fylla- 
bles,  which  are  formed  by  placing  letters  inftead 
of  points,  in  the  fituation  of  thofe  points,  accord- 
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ing  to  their  refpe&ive  numbers,  by  which  a very 
great  power  indeed  is  raifed,  and  long  words  very 
eafily  and  expeditioufly  formed ; each  fingle  ftroke 
in  its  proper  fituation  contains  two,  and  fome 
of  them  three  fyllables,  the  advantage  gained  by 
which1  is  too  obvious  to  require  further  explanation 
than  the  plate. 

They  are  numbered  to  fhew  which  rule  they  are 
derived  from  of  Plate  IV.  which  will  aflift  the 
memory  in  learning. 

Thofe  require  hardly  any  trouble  to  learn  ; but  as 
they  are  a fele£Hon  of  very  ufeful  words,  the  learner 
will  not  find  his  time  loft  in  praftifing  them,  till  he 
can  write  and  read  either  of  them,  and  make  them 
without  referring  to  the.  Plate. 

Plate  VII.  contains  compound  terminations,  and 

the  fame  directions  given  for  Plate  VI.  mull  be 

followed  with  them  : there  is  likewife  added  a few 

terminations,  by  fingle  letters  joined  to  the  other 
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letters,  without  taking  off  the  pen,  which  require 
no  ftudy,  only  to  get  them  upon  the  memory, 
which  will  be  found  very  ufeful. 

vv  , ' * \V'  ’\\\ 

Plate  VIII.  contains  a great  variety  of  words 
where  it  is  neceffary  to  make  an  interfe&ion,  which 
faves  a vaft  number  of  letters  by  the  combinations 
of  ckt  cl , 1 1 , Bn,  xn , xr , clr , xl , ical , &c.  The 
examples  in  the  plate  are  fo  plain  they  require 
no  explanation ; before  the  learner  attempts  to 
compofe,  it  is  neceffary  for  him  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  method  of  forming  them,  and  before  he 
enters  upon  the  wide  field  of  pra&ice  in  the  fyftem, 
he  will  find  it  neceffary  to  learn  to  write  and  read 
the  whole  of  thofe  interfe&ions,  which  will  enable 
him  to  form  all  others. 

Plate  IX.  contains  examples  of  words  contra&ed 
agreeable  to  the  different  rules,  for  the  learner  to. 
praftife,  as  it  fhews  him  what  quantity  of  a word 
in  general  is  fufficient  to  be  wrote,  which  context 
will  fupply.  I by  no  means  agree  with  Mr.  Taylor, 

^ that 
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that  it  is  poflible  to  leave  out  a number  of  mono- 
fyllables,  and  to  make  out  exaflly  at  a diftanttime, 
what  came  from  the  mouth  of  the  fpeaker  ; but  by 
the  powers  raifed  by  the  rules  of  this  fyftem,  the 
concluding  fyllables  of  a vail  number  of  words 
may  be  omitted. 


2d.  No  vowel  to  be  ufed  where  the  confonants 
are  fufficiently  exprefiive  of  the  found. 


3d.  Never  ufe  more  letters,  either  vowels  or 
confonants,  than  are  iufficient  to  exprefs  the  found 
of  the  word  ; no  mutes  are  to  be  made  ufe  of,  par- 
ticularly e final. 


General  Rules  to  le  obferved. 


O word  to  be  broke  on  account  of  a 
fingle  vowel  intervening. 


4th.  Never 


Tl.9 


^iy/  »////<-*  zy^  AA  z'/vAt 

|Ja_  zzr/Azrzzyt/At/<yj 
A u //,/</</',  /zz/ , Azy 
//y~  zzA 


iz^  z/Azt/uArz? 

p „//,,/' 

<•0  zz<Aizzzzitzzzy< 

V //  ///z'/Z/Am  ! 

f!_.  rz/z/zzzz/ 

CL/  rt'cw//  /£ 


y 

// 


C_/  ziccez/h 


■*//{? 
¥ zfArezzzAy 

v/  zz/Azmztz/A 

o- ^ nz/mznz/tz/r 

l zZytzZZ/ZV 

cs>-  zzAzz'az/J 


iztzyy*/ 
zrAzzz'e, 


vYe/ 


Azyt/zA* 

*r  c /' 

O'  cAzrv  cAc/z/  * 

A czzmmzm/ 
ceiieucm/ 

^~n-  , zAo/zzzmJ  />V/  / * 

/ Azz  //A/ezzyit-  zzy 

J~ c&rcu0?zc.At£  c< 

cr 

( zr'zzz/z??.itz/  z?e<y 
<~V  r /•  zzAz/z/Azy 
<~v-  ci  '/c/&nce 

— t-  zz-zA/zt/z/o  /zz/z  A 

C*t  y/'mzz/zzA&z/./y 
C*r  y^tzeie/u/cy-ieu 
bL  Azzyz/f 

//<//.( Act  /zys< ■ 

Azyz.fA/ / /z/izr 
dV  rzzz/A/z/ZAZ/ 


Z.ZZi 


■ , //  " 

zzzzyurj 


w Au/Azzz/e 


* #?  -f/zzz>?’tAzrza/'z  Azy 

tn/  Zsl/z/A—  AzjAz 

i /yA?  _ (.*/“  y/ri/Arz/zz 

0  

lyzjT 
/uyyiy 

ayt 

z/iV.y'iczya^/e 

A \ 

f AzzAyYrrzz/zz/  ) 

A/|  /ziAzzIyz/zzcz 

y Az/r/zy 

b AzzrtzAAzzz'zA 

».v  Aor/y^ot 

_a_  AcceznA/zztM 
<L//~  cAz<z,zz/e<A 

ii  zrAz/zzAn  or- 
czzn/zzz/st 

■v  .i('/r  //t  ///‘y</ 
~d-°r  .(/zz/Az<>/z.zAzy 
YhrznzuzA/zz/ 

1  AbZ/zz 

^ Acr/ZYZt'Azrz 
_2  A't/rtrzrrzzy 


'//  <^Cn- 


: Iz.zlz/ >/ 

'*  / 
z 'M‘ca 


cy  f Azzyz.z/'z'J 

sr\  L zzzzzrzlzA tyzAAz 

z7  ■ 

/ zz/z'/zrzy  Yzzzy 
ruzziy  z/‘/'z/zy 
l /■  //i,)f<r//ziy 

/ — ' y<?tz^~AAzzrzAyz 
) uf  /myy  Aezzrzz zA /fzzzzzA 
i uj  /A//'  A/’/i/zz  zA  y < - 

, C /A/-  AcztmezA  SAzA/zzca/c 


e7 

a rrzz.J  z-y  tA/ 

* ^y/AzzilAfO 

A 

>Azzn  f f/" 

.zz;/ 

/y/zziYzAf  °w 

O/zZzA 

/Tizzy  A 

AAzzrzz 

J 

t/zzAz/  J 

/ /zzz/zzo/ 

-V 

q 

A/et -r 

AAczZy  ' 

A2)zr/y<j  ZnA/Aiz 

//‘zzA 

-rT 

AzznzAay 

>a//Az,J 

L_r 

,/zzzJz/zYzy 

zr^AA/zuA.J/ 

8/Azz/z:jAzzy 

[O  C/r  u / iy 

- fzz/zzrzAz/iy 

— V 

//Ay  y/zZAz/zzY 

J \>  v — 

(/  /Az'zz  Az  jAz 

° yy  y ^ ac 

. ?/ew 

tAzzz/  sX 

/Azzyzzrni 

I \ / — ' CD  o ^ ‘ 

/ 2 $ A 5 6'  y 8 i)c) 
l “ > t 

A/zz  / A/ z yT  til  f yAztrz  £ r ." 


) 


\N 

‘l  I X 

*'  \*.  * • ‘ - 

V 

' \V  •*.  \v  -v  • v 

* . 

••'  ••;  ■ ' f ■ 

* 

*.  . 

\ 

i • i 

' •,  ‘ AV-  • 

• . . . -i'  »••• 

v 

V . x 'V 

X 

. >. 

\ ; ah  \n  ' xv  x 

V'  • 

• 

* * ‘V 

•'•  . ‘ \x* 

% . * 

' 

'•  'v'  • • 

X. 

. • ••;.. 

\ •- 

V 

••  > \ 

X 

N.  ' ">• 

V 

'•  ' > v 

•\  x.<  'A'.  ■vA‘ 

\ -xs  - 

V % - v.  A 

> * 

■ 

AW'  0 » X 

\ vA- 

A ,vV\  > 

' - VX'X  \ 

V\  W ' • ~ • 

V x >, 

- •'  \ ^ , 

wx<S'\ 

\ 

.\>w\  , -.X 

" X yVs 

■J, 

V x 

V ' X \>A-  , ' 

, . ■«- 

• v\> 

r 

\ 

V 

! \w  a'xx^  c. 

» . A\-  •* 

\ \ 

. 1 V/’ 

' ■ v > 

\ i 

{ \ » X > X \ ' s\  •. 

V , XX. 

> • f 

il"A'\X  ,>  S fvi 

V.x  v 

• Vx  A Xi\  : 

V-.\  - 

' 

•••.  • v , 

\ 

v •■•  •• 

•.  v • x ‘ 

\ Y.S  _ 

. NX  ‘ * X 

. . . .\  % 

W n a,  -■ 

\ "**  •• 

v. 

Vi  . A v A ..  :x  . 

i_ . , 

\ . A ■ VvX’vV  ■ 

VY  V ' '• 

^ % S?\  •>  . • \ 

•AX  . \\  A". 

\ _ A, 

\v ;••••.  • 

V 

. - . 

\ > _ 

- ,a 

. ■ 

t 

* • 

\ 

' f*.  * ■ 

V;  \ ,'W  * 

i . + ‘ ; ■ \ ' ••••>• 

„ -v 

• ,,v.  _ .*4  * 

. * A • . . K 

« * ’ 

vA  ■ 

v " >.  • ■ ' 

, \ » *x  V\i 

X'  AX  X"Y- 

\ 

•**  * • 

. 

V 

V 

* 

/ 

V*  A A > » . » x 

» v 

■ 

A 

\ V 

>\  A %\  N 

V 

V V 

\ \\  x • V x V 

C 35  ] 

4th.  Never  make  ufe  of  two  fyllables  for  dip- 
thongs  where,  one  gives  a fufficient  found. 

5th.  The  fame  rule  applies  to  tripthongs. 

6th.  Never  join  the  letters  that  are  ufed  for  primary 
or  concluding  fyllables  to  the  other  letters,  except 
the  letters  for  terminations  defcribed  in  Plate  VII. 

7th.  The  primary  fyllable,  and  the  next  letter 
being  formed,  the  reft  of  the  w*ord  may  fafely 
be  omitted  in  a vaft  number  of  inftances,  as  the 
context  will  fupply  it ; where  there  is  the  leaft 

doubt,  the  terminating  point  may  be  added. 

4 \ 

8th.  All  proper  names,  and  technical  terms 
often  occurring,  may  be  exprefied  after  the  firft 
or  fccond  time  of  ufing  them  by  their  initial  and 
a terminating  point,  or  with  the  point  of  defi- 
ciency, as  it  is  called  by  Dr.  Byrom,  placed  juft 
at  the  end  of  the  letter,  in  the  fame  direfclion  as 
the  end  of  the  ftroke..  This  rule  is  only  to  be 

F 2 applied 
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applied  to  fuch  words  as  have  no  termination  point, 
or  letter  prefcribed  by  the  other  rules. 

9th.  For  a common  repetition  draw  a line  under 
it,  but  where  there  are  repetitions  of  fentences, 
with  an  additional  word  to  be  added,  draw  a flant 
{broke  long  enough  to  go  quite  through  the  line  of 
writing,  croffing  the  line,  and  then  add  the  word 
which  is  to  follow  it. 

t 

10th.  Make  the  figures  as  in  Plate  IX.  and 
place  them  rather  above  the  line  of  writing,  which 
will  prevent  their  being  taken  for  the  letters ; but 
for  long  fums  and  accounts  they  may  be  placed 
as  other  figures. 

lith.  A vafl  number  of  fubftantives,  where 
great  di (patch  is  required,  may  be  expreffed  by  a 
point  for  the  primary  fyllable  and  a fingle  letter, 
or  a fingle  letter  and  a terminating  point. 

jV.  B . This  is  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the 

writer, 
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I 

writer,  as  well  as  the  7th  and  8th  rules ; but 
in  following  quick  fpeakers  every  advantage  fhould 
be  taken. 

Plates  X.  XI.  XII.  and  XIII.  contain  the  whole 
of  the  eighteenth  chapter  in  volume  IV.  of  Mr. 
Juftice  Blackftone’s  Commentaries,  the  oCtavo  edi- 
tion, written  in  Short-Hand  by  this  fyftem,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules,  without  leaving  out  any  word,  or 
taking  any  liberties  of  contraction  that  are  not 
fhewn  by  the  Plates  ; but  in  writing  after  rapid 
fpeakers,  greater  liberties  may  be  taken,  according 
to  the  feventh  and  eighth  general  rules  for  com- 
pofing.  The  explanation  of  a great  part  of  it  is 
here  added  for  the  ufe  of  the  practitioner,  to  affift 
him  in  learning  to  read  it.  The  Italics  (hew  all 
the  letters  that  are  necelfary  to  form  the  words, 
except  the  contractions  that  are  made  according  to 
the  rules,  which  are  all  in  the  common  print ; 
by  which  it  may  be  feen,  at  one  view’,  what  power 
is  gained  by  the  points,  *or  the  fingle  letters  in 
the  room  of  them ; it  likewife  fhews  the  whole 

fyllem 
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fyflem  is  founded  upon  the  real  properties  of  the 
language,  and  chiefly  governed  by  the  primary  and 
concluding  fyllables ; and  as  to  the  fpace  it  takes 
up,  it  is  not  material,  provided  it  can  be  written 
with  fewer  operations  of  the  hand  and  pen  ; and 
upon  a calculation  of  them,  and  comparifon,  it 
will  be  found  not  to  require  fo  many  by  nearly 
a fifth  part,  as  any  other  fyflem ; and  it  may 
be  wrote  quicker  by  a confiderable  proportion  of 
time,  on  account  of  the  facility  with  which  the 
charafters  can  be  joined  to  each  other,  owing 
to  their  fimplicity. 

We  r nw  arve d at  th  5 gnrl  brnch  r hd  ndr  w I 
pro vbfd  to  con fdr  th  fub j of  preimflng  th  c??nflion 
of  crms  and  m\[&emnrs  and  t s an  hnr  and  almjt 
a fn  glr  on  to  r ngljh  Izvs  th  they  frnjh  a till 
of  ths  frt  j/nce  preiwtive  jjis  s upn  eve. ry  primn) 
of  rea fn  of  hmriity  and  of  found  plcy  prefrb  11 
al  re/^£ls  to  ywifhing  jfts  th  xcution  of  zo  tho 
rffeivy  and  n ts  confeyr  a fpfes  of  mrcy  to  the  com- 
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nxolth  s altos  tended  to  mny  lirjh  and  difVrb  cir- 
curn/Zances. 

Ths  pn/fttive  jjls  cd tiffs  n oblgmg  thos  wm 
thr  s pro£b  grnd  to  fu {p  of  ftr  mifbAt/r  to  fp\a.tt  zo 
and  to  gv  Jl  afranct  to  th  pb  th  fck  c/ence  as  s 
^rhended  fhall  nt  hpn  b fading  pigs  r fecntits  fr 
kpmg  th  ps  r fr  thr  gd  bhvr  ths  rey/ition  of  /cities 
hs  bn  razition’d  bfr  as  prt  of  th  pnlt  nfctd  upn v 
fch  s h bn  gli  of  crtn  gros  m\[dtmnrs  bt  thr  s alfo 
t mft  b ndrftd  rthr  s a cation  agn  th  repetition  of 
th  oft  net  thn  ny  imda.it  pan  r pnfims  n a Irg  and 
^tended  vw  zo  fi  fid  thm  al  rthr  c/cklated  to  pre- 
vtnifntr  erms  thn  to  xpaXt  th  pji  /mce  s zos  ohfrvtd 
n a frmr  ch  al  priddim  nf  ttd  b tmprl  Iws  my  b clasd 
ndr  3 lids  fch  s tnd  to  th  amtndm  of  th  ofndr  mfelf 
r to  dprv  m of  ny  pwr  to  d futr  mifcA/  or  to  dtr 
othrs  b’s  xmpl  al  of  zo  conz/s  to  on  and  th  ft  end 
of  ^rtvnimgfutr  erms  wr  tht  b cfEt d b zz??zendm  dif- 
bily  r xmpl  bt  th  caution  zo  zo  fpk  of  at  pr tfnt 
s fch  as  s wtended  mr\y  fr  prezmtion  without  ny 
erm  aEtlly  commttd  b th  prty  bt  arf'mg  n\y  frm  a 

pro^b 
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proAb  ful^icion  th  fm  crm  7i£ended  r Ik ly  to  hpn 
and  confey£  s nt  meant  s ny  dgre  of  firi\R\m  unis 
yttrhps  fr  a mns  mprdence  n ^ring  jfi  grn ds  of 

fl^Vhenfion  b th  Sxn  confthution  thef  fritics  wr 

/ 

aim  at  And  by  mns  of  Aing  Alfrds  ws  nfitntion  of 
djn aries  or  frank  pigs  wrn  s hs  mr  thn  ons  bn 
ob/rved  th  wl  nabrhood  r tithing  wr  mutaWy  pigs  fr 
ech  othrs  gd  bhvr  bt  ths  grt  and  gnrl  ferity  bing  nw 
Jin  nto  dhtus  and  ngtfdd  thr  hth  fueded  to  t th  mthd 

of  mk ing  fu^ftd  pei fnsfndpr  and  fpfl  f critics  fr 

\ & 

thr  futr  con dc  of  w zu  fad  mnthon  n th  Iws  of  Aing 
Edward  th  co nfsr  tradat  fide  ufores  d pace  et  legal- 
tate  tuenda  It  us  thrfr  con fdr  firfi  wt  ths  ferity 
s nxt  w my  tk  and  imand  t and  lfi\y  hw  t my  b dif- 
chrged. 

The  reft  of  this  chapter  is  left  for  the  learner  to 
decypher,  there  being  enough  explained  to  fhew 
him  the  nature  of  the  contra£lion  by  the  rules. 


As  to  the  eleven  general  rules  for  compoling 
words,  there  is  a much  greater  latitude  allowed  by 
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two  of  them,  viz.  the  7th  and  8th,  than  has  been 
taken  in  compofing  the  engraved  fpecimeii : after 
the  learner  has  attained  a fufficient  knowledge 
of  that  fyftem,  he  may  venture  to  contract  as  far 
as  his  genius  will  permit,  care  being  always  taken 
not  to  exceed  the  limits  context  ought  to  fupply ; 
and  a vaft  number  of  fubftantives,  adjectives,  and 
auxilary  verbs  may  be  formed  by  a fingle  letter 
only,  or  by  a point  and  a lingle  letter,  which  will 
be  fufficient  to  enable  an  expeditious  writer  to 
keep  pace  with  a rapid  fpeaker.  The  root  of 
a word  being  formed,  the  writer  may  take  what 
liberty  he  thinks  proper  in  omitting  the  other 
fyllables  ; but  great  care  ffiould  be  taken  not  to 
omit  a fingle  monofyllable,  or  any  other  fmall 
word,  as  it  is  by  them  the  context  mull:  be  dif- 
covered : the  advantage  gained  by  the  contraction 
of  the  long  words  being  much  more  than  equiva- 
lent to  the  omiffion  of  the  monofyllables  ; and 
it  muft  be  a wretched  fyftem  which  makes  it  necef- 
fary  to  omit  them,  notwithftanding  what  is  afterted 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  in  whofe  fyftem  it  is  impoffible  to 

G keep 
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keep  pace  with  a rapid  fpeaker,  without  omitting 
them,  even,  according  to  his  own  account;  and  I 
think  no  man  who  omits  them  fhould,  at  a diftance 
of  time,  venture  to  fwear,  in  caies  of  perjury, 
to  the  exaft  words  fpoken  by  the  witneffes,  without 
which  they  could  never  be  convinc'd. 

_ 1 — T T'H"1  — 

Example  of  ContraMiori  beyond  that  of  the  Specimen 
in  the  three  Plates , the  Subjehl  being  known. 

. . ‘ * ' * « * J > . X * . s • * * • * 

Part  of  the  Firf  Chapter  of  Genesis. 

1 

n til  %ing  § cr ate  th  h and  th  rth  and  the  earth 

zo  without  / and  void  and  drk  us  pn  th  fs  of  th  cl 

and  th fp  of  g mv  pth  fs  of  th  u and  gflt  thr  b It  and 

thr  zos  It  and  g fw  th  l th  t zos  g and  g cl  th  l d and 

th  dnefs  h cl  n and  th  ev  and  th  mrn  zos  ihfjt  d and 

gfd  It  thr  b a /mment  n th  m ot  th  zvtrs  and  / 1 av 

th  zjotrs  f th  zjotrs  and  g md  thfrm merit  an  dv  th 

feme nt  and  dved  th  zvirs  zo  zor  ndr  th  ft  vie nt  j ia 

i/r.c 
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zvtrs  w tor  abv  th  frmtn t and  t tvs  fa  and  g eld 
ifi  /}-^ent  hv  and  th  ev  and  th  mi  n zoi  th  2 da. 

The  above  being  taken  from  a well  known  part 
of  facred  hillory,  the  reader  can  have  no  difficulty 
in  decyphering  it,  though  there  are  a great  number 
of  fyllables  omitted ; but  it  is  fufficient  to  inform 
the  gentlemen  of  the  law,  who  are  acquainted 
with  their  technical  terms,  what  liberties  of  con- 
tra&ion  they  may  fafely  take,  as  the  terms  ufed  in 
equity,  or  law,  will  be  fufficiently  deferibed  by 
their  initials  only,  in  a great  number  of  inftances ; 
and  a vaft  number  that  would  not  be  fufficiently 
deferibed  by  them,  with  the  affiftance  of  a termi- 
nating point,  will  be  rendered  plain  enough  to  be 
read  at  any  dillance  of  time ; but  it  is  a liberty 
too  great  to  be  taken  by  any  but  thofe  who  are 
perfeft  mailers  of  all  the  technical  language  of 
the  courts.  The  points  for  the  terminations  ed}  ing , 
ly ',  ant,  cut , nice,  nefs , limit,  ation , etion , ition , &c. 
and  fume  of  them  doubled,  as  edly,  ingly , antly, 

G 2 entl\\ 
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\ * / 

ently , See.  may  be  omitted  in  a vaft  number  of 
inftances  which  the  context  would  naturally  fupply. 

In  Plate  XIII.  there  is  a fpecimen  of  auxiliary 
verbs,  particles,  &c.  that  may  be  fafely  joined 
together;  which  will  contribute  greatly  to  expe- 
dition, there  being  no  points  or  detached  letters; 
they  confifting  of  the  firfh  letters  of  each  word 
joined  to  the  others,  the  context  will  naturally 

difeover  them. 

# * 

The  rules  for  contracting  are  fuch  as  may  be 
applied  to  any  language,  governed  by  the  found 
of  the  five  vowels,  giving  to  each  letter  of  the 
alphabet  the  found  of  fuch  language,  and  the 
power  of  reprefenting  fingle  words  in  it,  and 
applying  the  other  rules  to  the  primary  and  con- 
cluding fyllables. 

The  prepofitions  and  terminations  of  other  lan- 
guages having  a determined  or  fixed  place  fimilar  to 

the  directions  of  Plates  IV.  V.  VI.  and  \ II.  and  the 

leading 
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leading  letters  of  them  placed  in  the  fame  manner. 
Tingle  points  may  be  ufed  for  dipthongs,  whether 
they  begin  or  end  words  ; and  in  the  middle  of 
fuch  words  the  fucceeding  letter  may  be  placed 
inftead  of  the  point,  and  the  dipthong  would  then 
be  included,  context  (hewing  which  was  included, 
a dipthong  or  the  termination  of  a verb. 

The  letters  would  likewife  require  a little  chang- 
ing, as  q is  very  little  required  in  Englifh,  but 
very  much  in  French  or  Latin;  therefore,  inftead 
of  the  long  perpendicular,  the  chara&er  ufed  for 
th  might  be  applied  for  q;  as  th  is  feldom 
wanted,  the  t might  ferve  for  itfelf  and  th;  Jh  not 
being  much  required,  if  at  all  in  French  or  Latin, 
that  fhould  only  be  applied  to  Ji  or  fs ; the  ck 
being  much  wanted,  the  letter  c made  rather 
larger  would  fuit  very  well;  and  the  long  per- 
pendicular for  yt  as  y is  ufed  ftngly  for  a diftin£i 
word  in  the  French  language. 

\ ( 

It  is  impoffible  to  form  any  fyftem  for  the  Englifh 
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tongue,  that  can  poffibly  fuit  all  other  languages, 
notwithftanding  what  has  been  aflTerted  by  other 
authors  of  Short-Hand  ; and  I have  for  that  reafon 
only  hinted  at  the  proper  mode  of  contra£lion  for 
two  of  them,  as  it  would  fwell  this  volume  to  three 
or  four  times  its  bulk  to  apply  it  in  a proper  man- 
ner to  Latin  or  French  only;  it  may  be  applied  to 
any  of  the  European  languages  by  thofe  who  under- 
hand them,  and  in  its  prefent  hate  it  is  capable  of 
writing  a number  of  words  in  either,  which  is  all 
that  can  be  expe&ed  in  this  publication. 

The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  with  refpeft  to 
the  technical  language  made  ufe  of  in  anatomical 
le&ures,  there  being  a vail  number  of  terminations 
totally  unknown  to  thofe  who  do  not  ftudy  them. 
A proper  application  of  the  rules,  to  thofe  ter- 
minations, would  greatly  ahih  the  ftudent : for 

inftance,  the  terminations  oideus , Jloideus , roidcus , 
noideuSy  hyorideus , pharingeus,jtaphylinusy  glofus* 
See.  If  enough  is  compofed  to  Ihew  the  loot 
pf  the  word,  a {ingle  letter  detached  from  the 

v/ift 
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reft  at  No.  5,  6,  7,  or  8,  according  to  Plate  V. 

i 

having  a fixt  determinate  place  appointed,  might 
always  be  ufed  for  the  fame  termination,  and 
it  would  be  read  with  the  greateft  certainty  : I 
intended  to  have  made  a complete  index  of  all 
the  terms  ufed  in  the  defcription  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  human  body,  all  the  different  names 
of  the  arteries,  mufcles,  &c.  and  had  proceeded 
fome  way,  but  I found  the  expence  of  the  plates 
would  be  very  great.  When  a fubfcription  can  be 
raffed  fufficient  for  that  purpofe,  I intend  publifti- 
ing,  by  way  of  fupplement,  a fet  of  Plates,  con- 
taining all  the  technical  terms  ufed  in  Anatomy, 

which  will  enable  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  to 

■ 

take  very  complete  notes  of  anatomical  le&ures. 

% . ' . , « , ■■■■  i 

Note.  The  letter  s is  to  ftand  for  the  wor dyes; 
and  where  any  confonant  is  loft  in  the  found  of 
the  next  letters,  it  muft  be  omitted,  as,  for  inftance, 
the  r in  the  word  firjt , &c. 
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